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Press Release 
 
 

DeCarTrans project for the 
development of sustainable fuels 
awarded “Innovator of the Year 
2024” 
 
Aachen/Berlin (Germany), December 2024 – DeCarTrans, a 
consortium project coordinated by FEV, aims to develop 
sustainable fuels from renewable resources. End of 
November, the project was awarded “Innovator of the Year 
2024” for this effort. An expert jury of high-ranking industry 
representatives recognized the project team with one of the 
most important awards in the German economy. In addition, 
DeCarTrans came out on top in an online vote against 19 
competitors from industry and research for the coveted 
audience award.  
 

“Innovation is deeply anchored in FEV's DNA and the key to 

sustainable evolution. Our teams combine technological expertise 

with visionary thinking to develop solutions that meet the 

challenges of tomorrow,” said Dr. Johannes Scharf, Chairman of 

the Executive Board, FEV Europe. “We are therefore delighted to 

have been awarded this important prize, which not only 

recognizes us as an innovation driver but is also further 

confirmation of our holistic and technology-open approach.”  
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Dr. Raul Tharmakulasingam, who manages the DeCarTrans 

project at FEV, said: “Our passion and innovative strength as key 

drivers at FEV to shape the sustainable mobility of the future are 

therefore being recognized in a special way.” 

 

The objective of DeCarTrans is to develop a process to produce 

synthetic fuels based on climate-neutral methanol. Once scaled 

up accordingly, the intention is to enable production on an 

industrial scale at economically attractive conditions. Just three 

months after the start of the project, the first 15,000 liters were 

handed over to German Federal Transport Minister Volker 

Wissing at the production plant in Freiberg, Saxony, in May 2023. 

By the end of the project in 2026, a total of 300,000 liters of 

synthetic raw petrol will be produced, which can be further 

blended into up to 500,000 liters of tailor-made fuels for various 

applications. 

 

As a globally leading engineering service provider, FEV is 

coordinating the DeCarTrans project, underlining its commitment 

to developing pioneering solutions that combine ecological 

responsibility with technological progress. Other consortium 

partners are CAC ENGINEERING GmbH, Coryton Advanced 

Fuels Deutschland GmbH, Lother GmbH, Forschungszentrum 

Jülich and TU Bergakademie Freiberg. 

 

Sustainable success in motorsport 
The synthetic fuels developed in the DeCarTrans project have 

already proven their performance in motorsport on several 

occasions. At the prestigious 24-hours race at the Nürburgring in 

June of this year, the consortium fitted the teams of BONK 
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Motorsport and Griesemann with the eFuel Racing98 it has 

developed. The two teams finished 2nd and 3rd in the AT3 class for 

alternative fuels. A few weeks later, female German racing driver 

Carrie Schreiner also finished on the podium with eFuel Racing98 

at the Hockenheimring in the 20th Porsche Super Sports Cup for 

the Plusline Racing Team. The latest success was achieved by 

Turkish motorcycle star Toprak Razgatlioglu, who secured the 

world championship title in the Superbike class with his ROKiT 

BMW Motorrad WorldSBK Team in the final race of the season at 

Jerez de la Frontera for the Bavarian company. 

 
Footage 
 

 
 
Caption: In addition to the “Innovator of the Year 2024” award, the project team 
was also delighted to receive the audience award at the ceremony in Berlin.  
Source: INNOVATOR OF THE YEAR, Zübeyde Kopp, studioZeta / FEV 
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The DeCarTrans research project is funded as part of the “Development of 
regenerative fuels” funding initiative of the Federal Ministry for Digital and 
Transport Affairs (BMDV) (funding reference 16RK14004D). A total of eight 
companies from the mineral oil industry, the process engineering industry and 
research and development have joined forces in the DeCarTrans consortium. 
 
 
About FEV 
FEV has always pushed the limits. 
FEV is a globally leading engineering provider in the automotive industry and 
internationally recognized leader of innovation across different sectors and 
industries. Professor Franz Pischinger laid the foundations by combining his 
background in academia and engineering with a great vision for continual 
progress. The company has supplied solutions and strategy consulting to the 
world's largest automotive OEMs and has supported customers through the 
entire transportation and mobility ecosystem.  
 
As the world continues to evolve, so does FEV. 
That’s why FEV is unleashing its technological and strategic expertise into other 
areas, applying its forward thinking to the aerospace and energy sectors. 
Thanks to its software and system expertise, the company also leads the way 
making intelligent solutions available to everyone. FEV brings together the 
brightest minds from different backgrounds and specialties to find new solutions 
for both current and future challenges.  
 
But FEV won’t stop there.  
Looking ahead, FEV continues to push the limits of innovation. With its highly 
qualified 7,000 employees at more than 40 locations globally, FEV imagines 
solutions that don’t just meet today’s needs but tomorrow’s. Ultimately, FEV 
keeps evolving – to a better, cleaner future built on sustainable mobility, energy 
and software that drives everything. For the company’s partners, its people and 
the world. #FeelEVolution 


